


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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Fostered the 

creation of over 
25 youth-led 

trade advocacy 
projects within 

local 
communities
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AfCFTA NATIONAL YOUTH 
CHAMPIONS FELLOWSHIP 

(Cohort 3)



1.
Expanding Youth Participation 
in AfCFTA Implementation

• 1,218 fellows trained across 40+

African countries, ensuring

balanced regional representation.

• Over 250 youth-led trade advocacy

projects launched at the community

level.

• Thousands of indirect beneficiaries

reached through training,

awareness campaigns, and digital

engagement.

2.
Strengthening Regional 
Economic Integration

• Fellows have engaged with trade

policymakers, business leaders, and

AfCFTA experts to advocate for

youth-inclusive policies.

• More than 60% of fellows have

initiated cross-border trade

collaborations leveraging AfCFTA

provisions.

• The fellowship has facilitated

strategic partnerships between

youth-led businesses and trade

institutions.

3.
Fostering Sustainable Youth-
Led Entrepreneurship

• 65% of fellows have started or

expanded their businesses,

leveraging AfCFTA trade

opportunities.

• The fellowship has connected

young entrepreneurs with regional

value chains and investment

opportunities.

• Many fellows have transitioned into

trainers, creating a multiplier effect

in their local communities.

Addressing Policy & Trade 
Barriers

4.

• Fellows have identified key 

challenges limiting youth 

participation in intra-African trade.

• Policy recommendations from 

fellows have been submitted to 

national and regional trade bodies.

• Over 30 fellows have been involved 

in national trade negotiations, 

influencing youth-centered AfCFTA

policies.
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Metric Current

Impact

Target for 3rd

Cohort

Fellows Trained 1,218 1,500+

Youth-Led Projects 250+ 400+

Cross-Border

Collaborations

60% of fellows 75% of fellows

Policy Recommendations

Submitted

30+ 50+

Indirect Beneficiaries 10,000+ 20,000+









Metric Measurement Approach Target for 3rd

Cohort

Youth trained in

AfCFTA policies

Completion of training

modules

1,500+ fellows

Youth-led advocacy

initiatives

No. of community projects

launched

100+ projects

Cross-border trade

participation

No. of fellows engaging in

trade collaborations

75% participation

Policy engagement

& impact

No. of policy briefs

submitted

50+

recommendations

Business &

entrepreneurship

growth

No. of new youth-led trade

startups

30+ businesses

Digital learning

adoption

No. of fellows using digital

trade tools

85% engagement
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